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May 18, 2007
RUSSELL SCHOOL OFFERS INTERNET SAFETY TRAINING - Russell School in
Missoula, located at 3216 Russell St., will host free Internet safety events for third- and fourthgraders and their parents Thursday and Friday, May 24-25. The training coincides with
National Missing Children’s Day on May 25 - an annual reminder to the nation that child
protection must be a national priority. The school’s partners in the training are the Montana
Safe Schools Center at The University of Montana and the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children.
Internet Safety Parent Night will be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 24, in the Russell
School gymnasium. Online safety tips, cyber bullying and Internet predation are among the
topics to be discussed.
The third- and fourth-grade Internet safety presentations will be held from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Friday, May 25. Check in at the front desk for classroom locations. The goal is to teach
children at an early age that the Internet is a tool that can be misused. They will be taught
warning signs and to talk with an adult they trust anytime they see something online that makes
them feel scared or uncomfortable.
Members of the media are welcome to attend both events. Russ Grimes, law enforcement
information technology specialist with U M ’s Montana Safe Schools Center, will be available to
answer questions.
The online victimization of children by predators is increasing at alarming rates. New research
indicates one in seven children between the ages of 10 and 17 receive a sexual solicitation via
the Web.
For more information, call Jen von Sehlen, research and outreach specialist with the UM
Division of Educational Research and Service, at 243-4297 or e-mail
j en. vonsehlen@mso.um t.edu.
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